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Muscles of the Palate

	MUSCLE
	FUNCTION
	INNERVATION

	Tensor veli palatine
	Tenses soft palate, opens auditory tubes
	Cranial nerve V division III (Trigeminal)

	Levator veli palatine
	Elevates soft palate, opens auditory tubes
	Pharyngeal plexus (IX, X, and XI)

	Palatopharyngeus
	Constricts oropharynx & elevates larynx
	Pharyngeal plexus




Muscles of the Pharynx

(All important in swallowing and speech)

	MUSCLE
	FUNCTION
	INERVATION

	Pharyngeal Constrictors

-superior

-middle

-inferior
	All act together to constrict pharynx during swallowing
	IX, X, and XI

	Stylopharyngeus
	Elevates larynx & pharynx
	IX (glossopharyngeal)


Muscles of the Pharynx: Hyoid Bone Attachment

	MUSCLE
	FUNCTION
	INNERVATION

	Mylohyoid
	Elevates hyoid bone and depresses mandible

Forms floor of mouth
	IX, X, and XI

	Geniohyoid
	Elevates hyoid and pulls tongue anteriorly
	IX, X, and XI

	Stylohyoid
	Elevates hyoid and draws posteriorly
	IX, X, and XI

	Digastric

-anterior

-posterior
	Draws anteriorly and posteriorly, contraction of both bellies elevates hyoid
	IX, X, and XI


Infrahyoid Muscles

(All receive innervation from C1-C3, all important in swallowing and speech)

	MUSCLE
	FUNCTION

	Omohyoid
	Depresses and stabilizes hyoid

	Thyrohyoid
	Depresses and stabilizes hyoid

	Sternohyoid
	Depresses and stabilizes hyoid

	Sternothyroid
	Depresses larynx

No hyoid attachment


